


Autumn Spring Summer 

Reception Our local area London Spain 

Year 1 Local Area ‘Our School’ UK (Our Country) Weather Patterns

Year 2 The seven continents and 
the five oceans 

Kenya Fieldwork on a Local Area

Year 3 UK (Mountains and 
Rivers, cities, towns)

Europe (Mountains) India 

Year 4 Rivers and the Water 
Cycle 

North America Spain and Catalonia

Year 5 Marvellous Maps Climate Zones and Tectonic 
Plates

Enough for everyone 

Year 6 Our Changing World South America Trade and Economics



Concept What does it mean and why do we learn it?

Location Location as a concept can be explained in terms of a designated area, a 
locality such as a town, city or country. It can be defined as a human 
settlement or archaeological site. Location is used as a geographer’s tool of 
description. Also studied is a place's ‘absolute location’ its precise and fixed 
place on Earth, regularly referred to in terms of latitude and longitude. 
Whereas ‘relative location’ will allow the involvement and opportunity to 
compare position in relation to differing landmarks or places.

Place Place as a concept develops understanding of the physical and human 
characteristics of places. Understanding a place relates to the opinion and 
meaning that people attach to a location. We may distinguish the importance 
of the place as a home, but the sense of place is much greater for those 
living there because of their attachment and experience of that place. As a 
concept it examines the uniqueness of a space and questions what is specific 
about this area. Place scrutinises the diversity, sustainability, and intangibles 
of an area although these are often personal and subjective.

Human 
processes 

Human geography looks at the impact and behaviour of people and how they 
relate to the physical world.  Human processes could therefore be defined in 
terms of how human involvement has affected the world.

Physical 
processes 

Physical geography looks at the natural processes of the Earth, such as 
climate and plate tectonics. A physical process could be defined as an 
incident or series of incidents that happen naturally due to the effects and 
importance of a specific force of nature.

Movement The concept of movement involves a change in location of people, products, 
ideas and elements, this can be through travel or flow. Movement is a 
significant consideration in how land is changed over time. Where movement 
is referred to, distance, direction, the processes bringing about movement 
and the regularity and volume of movement all need to be considered. 
Movement can be represented in different ways graphically; colour and lines 
are usually used to show the date of spread and arrows can show the 
distance and direction of movement.

Field work Fieldwork is learning directly in the real world outside the classroom and has 
a long tradition in school geography. It is one of the distinctive features of a 
geographical education and feeds our curiosity about the world. Much 
fieldwork is done locally even within the school grounds.







Children from every year 
group agreed that 
History lessons are 

exciting and interesting.

‘I can name the 7 
continents and 5 oceans 
because we listened to a 
song and that helped me 

learn.’ Year 2

‘We can make Geography 
at Bleak Hill better by 

using  atlases more 
often.’ Year 4

‘My favourite topic 
so far was Kenya and 

North America.’  
Year 3

‘I love learning about 
different countries and 
cultures and it makes me 
realise how lucky we are 
to live in the UK.’ Year 5

In lessons, the working 
wall, knowledge 

organisers, my teacher, 
my friends and books 

help me.’ Year 6





Learning –
Outdoor walks looking 

for signs of the seasons. 
How does our 

environment change?
What happens in Autumn 

and Winter? What do 
we need to wear?  



Comparing our environment 
with others around the world.

Arctic and the 
Antarctic. 

Understanding 
which animals live 

there and how 
they adapt to 

survive..  

Using maps to 
find Spain during 

Spanish Day. 
Exploring the 

culture with food 
tasting and 

dancing.  



Looking at celebrations 
of different 

communities in our 
country. 

Diwali
Hannukah 

Chinese New Year 

Rangoli 
patterns 

Mehndi hand 
patterns  

Understanding   
the significance 
of the  menorah

Using artifacts to 
celebrate Lunar 

New Year



Looking at Spain





00000000000000000000000000000000
000000000000000000000000000Our School

• We looked at our local area where we live.
• We addressed our own envelope and walked to 

the local post box to post it. 
• We brought our envelope back in to school.
• We designed an aerial view of our classroom 

in a group. 
• We located places near to school on a map. 
• We drew our own map of the area surrounding 

the school and used a key.
• We did a survey and collected data.  



The UK

• We looked at the difference between town 
and country. 

• We learnt the names of the four countries 
which make up the UK.

• We learnt the names of the four capital 
cities in the UK. 

• We looked at the features of the UK.
• We looked at places in London eg The Tower 

of London.  
• We compared the UK to Brazil. 



0.
Wonderful Weather

• What is weather? 
• How does weather affect us? 
• How can you forecast the weather?
• Why are some weathers dangerous?
• What are hot and cold countries like?
• What are cold places like? 





What are the 
names of the 7 

continents and 5 
oceans?

Where are the 7 
continents and 5 
oceans located?

Which 
landmarks can I 

recognise?



Where is 
Kenya?

How is St Helens similar to 
Nairobi and other villages 

and towns in Kenya?

What is a 
national park?



Fieldwork on a 
local area.

Map reading. 
Comparative 

studies. 
Application of 

knowledge and 
skills to form a 

route. 





In Year 3, we looked 
at what rivers are in 
the UK and which 
seas they flow into.

How has the UK 
changed overtime?

We located UK 
cities.

The UK



We researched 
European flags and 

currencies.
We were able to 

locate the 
continent Europe 
on a world map.

How can I compare 
two European 

cities?



We studied the 
different mountain 

ranges.We compared Indian 
food, buildings, 
climate and the 

culture to the UK.

What is the climate 
like in different parts 

of India?





What is Erosion and 
Deposition? 

Why are rivers 
important?

What are the 
courses of a river?

What is the Water 
Cycle?



We enjoyed using the 
maps to learn and find 

all 23 countries in 
North America.

Cross curricular 
cooking!

We made cornbread 
and learnt all about 
how farming of corn 
was a huge part of 

their diet and 
livelihoods.

The children used their 
knowledge of graphs and 
charts to match up their 

levels of precipitation 
and temperatures with the 

correct countries.

We 
wondered 

- what 
landmarks 
existed in 

North 
America?



What are the 
bordering 

countries of 
Spain?

What are 
the regions 
of Spain?





How do you read 
grid references?

How do you plan 
a route using 

grid references?

Planning a route 
through St 

Helens

Understanding 
the 8 points of a 

compass



Exploring 
different types of 
extreme weathers 

and where they 
take place in the 

world. 

Understanding 
what Tsunamis 

are and how they 
are formed. 

Exploring what 
causes earthquakes.



Exit task based on 
a challenge 

question from the 
topic of learning.

Looking at how we 
obtain renewable 

and non-
renewable power 

sources.

Looking at 
different power 

stations and where 
they are located in 

the UK. 





Recap task.
This establishes a 
starting point  for 

learning

Pupils were given the 
opportunity to prove subject 
knowledge after learning the 

key knowledge about 
weathering: the children 

carried out  experiment an 
exploring different types of 

weathering and erosion. 



Exit task: This 
identifies what 
pupils are able 
to do that they 
couldn’t before.

Observations from 
weathering experiment 

recorded. 

Diagrams to explain 
the process of 

coastal erosion. 
Building on 

knowledge of 
weathering.



Comparisons between 
Brazil and United 
Kingdom – referencing 
London

Using an Atlas to locate 
different countries. 
Using a key to find out 
different information 
about that country e.g. 
landscapes. 

Finding out different 
items that a traded 
from South America 
using digital resources. 



Locating El Salvador on a 
map using an atlas to 
support the learning. 

Analysing evidence 
and drawing 
conclusions 

considering the 
impact on every day 

lives.  


