


Autumn Spring Summer 

Reception Family History Buildings old and new How have we changed? 

Year 1 Famous Queens

Empires, Monarchy, Civilisation and 
Change.

Transport

Change and Invention

Toys

Change and Invention

Year 2 Great Fire of London

Change and Civilisation

Nurses 

Change, Invention and Civilisation

Explorers and Travel 

Change, Invention and Civilisation

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron Age

Change, Invention, Civilisation and 
Settlements

Victorians (Local History)

Change, Civilisation, Monarchy, Inventions and 
Empire.

Ancient Egypt

Inventions, Civilisation, Monarchy and Religion

Year 4 The Romans

Change, Invention, Civilisation, Empires, 
Monarchy, Migration, Invasion, 

Settlements and Religion

Ancient Greece

Change, Invention, Civilisation, Empires, 
Settlements and Religion

Anglo-Saxons, The Scots and The 
Picts

Change, Civilisation, Migration, Invasion, 
Settlements and Religion.

Year 5 The Tudors

Change, Civilisation, Monarchy and 
Religion

Anglo Saxons and Vikings (Power 
struggles)

Civilisation, Monarchy, Migration, Invasion, 
Settlements and Religion

The Mayans

Invention, Civilisation, Monarchy, Settlements 
and Religion.

Year 6 World War 2 

Change, Civilisation, Monarchy, Invasion 
and Religion

The Atlantic Slave Trade

Change, Empires and Migration

The Shang Dynasty 

Civilisation, Monarchy and Religion



Concept What does it mean and why do we learn it?

Continuity & 
change 

Historians recognise that there are some things that over time stay the same and other things 
that change. Examples of continuity and change can be seen across every civilisation and any 
given period of time. Many aspects of history influence both how we act and how we live 
today. Change can occur within a certain civilisation or specific time period, but also across 
different civilisations and time periods. ‘Change’ refers to something that is clearly different 
from what occurred previously. 

Invention Many of modern society’s institutions and ideas (as well as many objects we use every day) can 
be traced back to the ancient world. This includes democratic governments to sporting 
events and paper to chocolate. 

Civilisation A civilisation is a complex human society, usually made up of many cities with certain 
characteristics of cultural and technological development. In many parts of the world, early 
civilisations began when people came together in urban settlements. 

Empire An empire is the collective name for a group of countries ruled by a single person, 
government or country. There have been many empires throughout history including the 
Roman Empire and even the British Empire. Today, the only monarch to use the title ‘emperor’ 
is the Emperor of Japan (although the head of government is the Prime-Minister of Japan). 

Monarchy A monarchy is a form of government that has a single person known as a monarch at its head. 
Monarchs use such titles as king, queen, emperor, or empress. Monarchies were once 
common throughout the world, but now they are rare. Monarchs generally reign for life. Also, 
most monarchies are hereditary.

Invasion Invaders are an army or country that that uses force to enter and take control of another 
piece of land or country. 

Migration Migration is the movement of people from one place to another. Migration has positive and 
negative effects on a country or area.

Settlements Settlements are formed when settlers (a person or group of people) arrive, especially from 
another country, in a new place in order to live there and use the land. 

Religion Religion can be defined as an organised system of beliefs and practices revolving around or 
leading to a transcendent spiritual experience. Historians are particularly interested in the 
context in which religions initially arose and then their subsequent development, especially 
how they changed when they entered new societies.







Children from every year 
group agreed that 
History lessons are 

exciting and interesting.

‘My favourite topics so 
far have been ‘Nurturing 

Nurses and the Great 
Fire of London.’ Year 3

‘The thing I enjoy most 
about History is learning 
lots of new things about 

the history of our 
country.’ Year 2

‘To make History 
better at Bleak Hill, 
we could go on more 

trips.’ Year 6 

‘I like History lessons 
because we can present 
our learning in creative 

ways.’ Year 5

‘My long term 
memory helps me 
most in lessons.’ 

Year 4



We read the story 
Once there were 
giants and looked 
at how we change 

as we grow up.  

We drew our family 
and talked about 

family trees. 

Family history 



London- Old and new 
buildings 

During our London 
topic we look at 

famous landmarks. 

Children enjoyed 
creating The 

costumes like the 
Queen's guards 
which are old 

fashioned. 

The children created 
Big Ben and old style 

London buses. 

We discuss if the 
buildings are old or 

new. What clues 
tell you if it is old 

or new? 



Firefighter old and 
new

Key text

Tour of a brand new 
fire engine 

How has 
uniform 

changed? 

Fire engines 
old and new





We learnt about the life 
of Queen Elizabeth 1 and 

Queen Victoria. 

We looked at school life 
in Victorian times and 
made comparisons to 

present day.

We looked at the 
difference between 
the Tudor, Victorian 

and times today.

We have been 
learning about 

the role of a 
monarch.



We made peg dolls 
as an example of an 

old toy.

We looked at 
modern toys. 

We compared modern 
and old toys.

We looked at toys 
throughout 

different periods.

We produced a 
toy timeline. 



We put differ

We put different types of 
transport in chronological 

order.

We labelled a 
Viking Longboat.

We thought about what 
transport might look like in 

the future.

We looked at how cars have 
changed since they were 

invented.

We learned all about 
George Stephenson.

We learned about the 
history of flight.

We put differ





How has London 
changed throughout 

history?

How was life 
different in 1666?

How do we know so 
much about the 

Great Fire?

What have we 
learned about the 

Great Fire of 
London?



What makes a 
person 

significant?

Who is Mary 
Seacole?

How are the 
nurses similar 
and different?



Explorers 
and 

travellers –
looking at 

who, when, 
where and 

how this has 
impacted 

modern day! 





The Stone Age
We made our 

very own 
biscuit 

Stonehenge!

We created 
fact files 
based on 

Skara Brae.



We had our very 
own coal mine 

experience!

Victorians (Local History)
We created our 
very own diary 

entry as Victorian 
child.

We made our own 
Victorian toys- Peg 

dolls



Ancient Egypt

We visited 
Liverpool Museum 
and completed a 
workshop based 

on mummification!

We know all 
about the 

mummificatio
n process.

Who did the 
Egyptians 
worship?

Who was 
Tutankhamun?





What did the 
Roman Army 

look like?

The children wrote letters 
to Hadrian to explain the 
differences between their 

life now and in Ancient 
Roman. 

What did the 
Romans do 

for us?



Ancient Greek 
Gods and 
Goddesses

Analysing Greek 
pottery to explore 
what life was like 

in Ancient Greece

Exploring how life 
in Ancient Greece 

was different 
from life today.



Where is Sutton 
Hoo and who was 

buried there?

Our Knowledge Organiser was 
very useful in helping us 

finding out the difference 
between who the Anglo-
Saxons, Picts and Scots.

We used the artefacts 
found at Sutton Hoo as 
clues to work out who 
the person in the burial 

ship was.

What was life 
like for the 

Anglo-Saxons?

Exploring Anglo-
Saxon stories and 
how they tell us 
about life during 

this period.





Our Tudor 
themed assembly

Exit Task

What did the 
Tudors wear?

What did the 
Tudors do for 
entertainment?

Who was Henry 
VIII?

Why was religion 
important to the 

Tudors?



Knowledge 
Organiser 

including key 
words

How did Anglo 
Saxon Kings 

influence Britain?

Exit Task

Where did the 
Vikings come from 
and why did they 
invade Britain?

What was life 
like as a Viking?



Who were 
the Mayans?

What similarities 
and differences 

are there 
between ancient 

religions and 
religions today?

Exit Task

How did the 
Mayans 
count?

How did the 
Mayans 

communicate
?





Knowledge organiser –
children pick out key 

words to include on the 
front and also discuss 

‘where I am in history’ to 
give the topic 

chronological context. 

How did WW2 start and how 
were Britain included?

Key knowledge was taught 
about the key events, 

summaries were given and the 
children ordered the events  on 

a timeline. 

Map activity to show which 
countries were involved in the 
war and what role they played. 

I.e. Axis Powers and The Allies.



Retrieval task to 
consolidate learning 

from the previous lesson 
before looking at the 

next topic of 
evacuation.  

Group work to explore 
‘What was it like to be 

an evacuee?’. The 
children worked in 

groups, took on 
different roles and 

presented their ideas. 

‘Why did people have ration books?’
Retrieval task before creating a 

shopping list of food that they may eat. 
We then learnt about the rations given, 

why certain items were rationed and 
compared the two lists. 



‘What were 
the key 

events of 
WW2?’ 

Timeline of 
key events 
and why 

they were 
important 

turning 
points. 

‘What was the 
Holocaust?’ 

‘How did women help win the war?’ 
This lesson contained a retrieval 
task about key vocabulary. We 

looked at roles of women before the 
war, how this changed during the 

war and then as a result of this, how 
women wanted to have a change 

after the war. We compared these 
three times and looked in detail at 

propaganda posters used to 
encourage women to take on roles 

during the war.

Exit task

Brain dump



The Atlantic Slave 
Trade and Abolition 
–special connections 
to St Helens as we 
are so close to the 
port of Liverpool. 

Knowledge organiser 
has space for ‘Where 
am I in History?’ to 

ensure chn are aware 
of chronology. 

Children looked at a range of pictures 
and images, they then discussed the 

sources and thought about what kind 
of work the slaves did, how they were 
treated, what they noticed about the 

other people in the pictures and 
anything else they noticed and why they 
thought this. They recorded their ideas. 



Children identified the Triangular 
Trade – this included looking and which 
countries wanted what resources and 

what they had to trade. 

The children 
created a 
diary entry 
based on 

being a slave. 
They looked 
at historical 

ideas to 
come up 

with content 
and 

empathised 
with the 

feelings of 
the slaves.  

Why was the slave 
trade abolished in 

Britain?
Retrieval task 
covers what 

could happen to a 
slave during 

transportation 
then chn 

organised reasons 
for abolishing the 
slave trade and 
justified their 

reasoning. 



Key information about the lives 
of slaves, how they were treated, 
where they lived, the reasons for 

slavery and how the triangular 
trade effected where people live 

today. 

Who was Harriet Tubman? 

Looking at Harriet 
Tubman and how her 

actions and beliefs helped 
those captured in slavery. 

Information about Harriet 
Tubman, her early life, 

slavery life and free life. 

What is modern slavery?

Looking at how slavery can 
still happen in the modern 

day. Contrasting and 
comparing with the 

Atlantic slave trade and 
how people can get help 

today.  



Shang Dynasty

Knowledge organiser: Where 
am I in history and keywords. 

Children fill out the key 
vocabulary section in line 
with new vocabulary in 

lessons. 

When and where was the 
Shang Dynasty in existence?

Map to show key locations 
and a timeline activity to 
order key events in the 

Shang Dynasty.



Retrieval task recapping key 
knowledge and 

understanding about 
evidence and sources of 

evidence. 

Diagram showing hierarchy 
in the Shang Dynasty. 

Retrieval task at the 
start of the next 

lesson asking chn to 
compare and contrast 
life depending on place 

in the hierarchy. 

Presenting research 
about practises and 

beliefs from the Shang 
Dynasty. 



Key vocabulary 
and etymology of 

unfamiliar 
language. 

Learning about the ‘oracle’ 
bones, the importance of 

evidence and how 
evidence is used. 

Addressing and 
devising historically 

valid questions about 
change, cause, 

similarity, different 
and significant. 

Ordering steps in a 
divination ceremony 
before making model 

artefacts. 



Retrieval to explore 
importance of 

evidence. 

Understanding 
how knowledge 
from the past is 

constructed from 
a range of 

sources and that 
different versions 

of the past may 
exist due to 

different 
artefacts being 

available.

Addressing and devising 
historically valid 

questions, learning about 
the unearthing of Lady 
Fu Hao’s tomb and what 
the study of the objects 

inside ca teach us. 


