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Where am J in History?

What came before? What comes next?

Key words




History

Year 6

Shang Dynasty

SKills covered this half term:

continuing to develop a chronologicCally secure knowledge and understanding of

world history.
Constructing

informed responses that

involve thoughtful

organisation of relevant historiCal information.

Address and devise historiCally Valid questions about Change, Cause, Similarity and

difference and significance.

Understand how our khowledge about the past iS conhstructed from a rahge Of
sources and that different versions of the past may exits, giving some evidence for

this.

selection anhd

2000 BC

Shang Dynasty ‘

Bronze Age Britain

Maya Civilisation
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The Shang Dynasty, also known as the Yin Dynasty,
ruled the Yellow Rjver Valley in the second millenium
BCE (approx 1675-1046BCE).

The Shang Dynasty succeeded the Xia Dynhasty and was
followed by the Zhou Dynasty.

It was the first Chinese Dynasty for which there is
written and archaeological evidence.

The Dyhasty expanded its territory and moved its
Capital City on several oCCasions.

The Dynasty has become famous for the artistry of its
bronze and jade work.

The Shang dynasty is founded when
Cheng Tang overthrows the Xia
1600 BC dynasty. He has the support of 40
other kingdoms.
1400- The earliest found examples of Chinese
1200 BC | writing are dated to this period.
1250 BC | King Wu Ding begins his reign.
Fu Hao, one of the wives of King
1200 BC Wu D‘mg, dies. Her tomb is the only
intact Shang tomb that has been
found to date.
1075 BC The lC.lSt Shang king, Di Xin, begins
his reign.
Slaves revolt in protest against cruel
1046 BC treatment and increasing taxes. The
Shang dynasty is overthrown and
replaced by the Zhou dynasty.
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Shang Social Hierarchy

Key Vocabulary

Orcale bones

Usually the shoulder bones of ahimals or the belly
shells of turtles. Dug up centuries later by farmers,
they were thought to be dragoh bones ahd were
ground up to be used in traditional Chinese medicine.
In 1889, Wang Yirong and his friend Liu E worked out
that the ‘dragon bonhes’ had been used in ancCient
ceremonies.

Fu Hao Not only the first Known female military leader, but
also the most influential military leader Of her time,
either male or female, responsible for |eading 13,000
soldiers into battle. She was also a high priestess,
whiCh was very unhusual for a woman at the time.

Intact Complete, hot robbed by [ooters.

Jade A hard mineral stone, usually green.

Bronze A metal mad from a mixXture £ copper and tin.

Couwrie shells Small, flat, Yellowish seashells, used like coins in

trading.

elived in palaces in the
Capital City

ofine clothes and best
food

emade all important
decisions; owned all the
land

Priests ahd Government

OfFicials

sCOmfortable lifestyle
within City walls

eCarved the oracCle
bones

ekept important records
for the kihg

elived in palaces outside
city walls
oSKilled fighters

erented |land from the
King and collected tax
from farmers

Craftsmen and

Merchants

elived ih mud outside
City walls

eused cowrie shells for
Currency

*paid in foods like grain
and vegetables

elargest group

elived in poor conditions -
holes in the ground

egrew millet, wheat,
barley and rice

*allowed only a small
share Of crops

Claves

eprisohers of war or
convicted Criminals

streated harshly; forced
into hard work, like
building tombs

esOmetimes sacrificed
or buried alive




